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THE PUBLIC ROOM 
The people are here. 
They don't speak. 
Their ears drowse. 
The people look and do 
asido 
but across the room. 
Between us 
the weight of sun 
focuses the air. 
The people 
stabilize 
the distance. 
The people and I 
sit and rise 
on the edge of each other. 
No move to gather. 
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